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positive for HIV.
InNovemberthe CDC reported that the

highest number of new cases ofAIDS in the
nation is among men and women between
the ages of 20 and 29. Surgeon General
Antonia Novello says she finds this trend
"extremely alarming. What weare seeing
is that more than 20% of our AIDS cases to
day are among young men and women in
their 20s.There is no question that those
cases were contracted during adolescence."

"Not all of us knew about AIDS when we
wereinhighschool" saysTyrell, a I6-year-
oldgayyouthlivinginPhiladelphia. "Ihave
a lot of friends that are 20, 22, that have
AIDS now. They got it in high school. But
they didn't show the signs until laterT

GAY MALE YOUTHHIT HARDEST

Experts say that more than half ofthe ado
lescentswith AIDSare younggayand I'i-
sexual males. Dr. James Mason, assistant
secretary of Health and Human Services
(HHS) and director of the Public Health
Service, reports, "Gay ma]es between the
ages of^and 19 areshowing amarked in-
crease in the disease." ^

Carmen V^quez, coordinator oflesbian
and gay health services in the San Fran
cisco Department of Health, concurs. Vaz
quez says a study conducted in San Fran
cisco in 1991 among gay males under 21
found that 12% were HfV-positive "We^so
found a big increase in hepatitis B," says
Vtojuez. Over26% i3^tHe boys inthe'study
hadit. Sothis meansweare not reachinga
certain population with our education
efforts. Weare seeing an overall decline in
new AIDS cases among gay adults, but

HIV '^ansmission Routes in Adolescents
Aged 13-21 in the United States

Homosexual/bisexual males
TraTsTusioh rea^ntT
Male homosexual intravenous

drug users
Heterosexuals

Intravenous drug users
Other
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These statistics are taken from the study "AIDS Among
Adolescents,' published in the OcUto 1990 issue<rf theAmmcan
Joumai ofDiatoiti o/ChiUren.

Carmen Vizquez, health-eervices coordinator with the San Francisco health department
"We arenotreaching adolescents ivith ouredticaUon effbrts."

adolescents are not getting the same
messages."

BradBrusavich,coordinatorofthe youth
AIDSeducation projectat the LosAngeles
Gay and Lesbian Community Services
Center (GLCSC), argues that mistreat
ment and neglect of young people place
them at greater risk ofinfection. *We could
bestoppingalotofadolescent AIDSsimply
by treating our youth betteif Brusavich
says. "Many ofthe kidswhocome through
our center are runaways, throwaways, kids
whohavehadsomekindofterriblefalling-
outwith their parents. Once a kidis living
onthe street, anythingcanhappen-pros
titution,drugs,evencasual sexwithpeople
theyfeelsafewith[canput themat risk].All
ofthis contributes to the epidemic. About
25%ofthe clients we see are HlV-positiva"

"These are vulnerable kids," adds Gabe
Kruks, director of public policy and plan
ning for GLCSC. "If you leave home be
cause you'vebeen kickedout for being gay
or because you can't cope with the homo
phobiaofyour surroundings and yougo to
a totally different city, you are alone,
isolated, on the streets, and very, very
vulnerable." Kruks is harsh about the facts
of life for kids on the street. "These kids are

at the highestriskforHIVandforspread
ing HIV," Kruks says. "Gay boys and
straightgirls whoare havingsexformoney,
shelter, love- they are at risk. And ourcom
munity, the gay and lesbian community-
and I particularly fault gay men here -has
done nothing totry andhelp ouryouth,
menviewthese boysas recreationaltoysto
beu^d. I Have heardmany storiesoflilV^'
positive men having improtected sex with
boys.They dorft think it matters. If there is
a single reason why so little is beingdone
in this country about adolescent AIDS,it is
that as a nationweare terribly afraidofthe
sexualityof our teens. These kids, no mat
ter howthey identify,gayor straight, need
more than condoms and instructions on
how to use them. They need someoneto
talk to, a support network,a placewhere
they can feel safe and secure and where
their conlidentiality andpersonalhistories
are going to be protected and respected"

William Cannon, whois the programco
ordinatorforthe Adolescent AIDSProgram
at the MontefioreMedicalCenter, believes
that many teens with HIV are angry at
adults who blame them for their disease.
"Most of the teens we see here are gay
young men,"Cannon saya. "Some of them
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